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Education

SWC 2024 Cotten Scholarship 
available to SBHS senior

The Southport Woman’s Club (SWC) 
2023-24 GWFC $1,500 North Carolina 
Sallie Southall Cotten Scholarship is to 
be awarded to a graduating senior from 
South Brunswick High School (SBHS) 
attending a four-year North Carolina col-
lege in the fall. 

The scholarship targets students with 
a solid scholastic record, demonstrated 
leadership skills and financial need.

“With this scholarship, we hope to help 

a student turn a passion for learning into 
a viable professional pursuit at a North 
Carolina college or university,” said Penny 
Tysinger, club Co-President. 

For a scholarship application, additional 
requirement information and deadlines, 
applicants or their parents should con-
tact Brad Carey, South Brunswick High 
School Counselor at bcarey@bcswan.net. 

All application information is due by 
January 9. 

Stories and photos by Eliot Duke
Staff Writer

The first ever St. James Service Club book drive turned 
into overwhelming success with area third graders coming 
out as the biggest winners. 

Several members of the club spent part of their morning 
Dec. 20 at Southport Elementary School passing out more 
than 100 wrapped books to 64 third graders on the last day 
before holiday break. SJSC’s inaugural book drive surpassed 
all expectations and laid the foundation for what the group 
hopes is an annual tradition that continues to grow. 

“It’s much larger than we expected,” said Paula Munger, 
SJSC service programs chair. “It seemed to hit the right but-

ton for people and they were so excited.”
SJSC collected more than 500 books in all and were able 

to hold similar events at Supply Elementary School, Virgin-
ia Williamson Elementary and Bolivia Elementary. Munger 
said the group selected third grade specifically because it’s 
the age group where children start “reading to learn” instead 
of just learning to read. 

“We thought this was a pivotal grade,” Munger said. “It’s 
an important grade for reading and we wanted to be able to 
help the children in Brunswick County.” 

Every SES third grader received two books and they were 
able to hold a unwrapping celebration in the cafeteria. 

“I think it’s wonderful,” said SES Principal Peg Bourne. 
“We’re very grateful and the students are so excited. We’re 

very blessed with our community support in Southport and 
beyond in Brunswick County.”

Munger and Jeff Mounts compiled a book list for Amazon 
where anyone could make a purchase and donate it to the 
drive. A former elementary school teacher donated nearly 
two dozens books, telling Munger she knew how important 
it was for the children. 

“Third grade is a very good age to have community mem-
bers interact with the students,” Stephanie Webster, an SES 
parent facilitator, said. “I think that promoting literacy is 
very important, especially in our community. The selection 
of books is fantastic.” 

Munger wants to collect even more books next year so 
SJSC can visit additional schools. 

Members with the St. James Service Club gave away free books to third graders at Southport Elementary School Dec. 20.

 St James Service Club donate books to third graders

DAR chapter scholarships
The Brunswick Town DAR Chapter is ac-

cepting applications for $1,500 scholarships 
available to all senior students in Brunswick 
County. There is no GPA requirement. 

Scholarships are available to two worthy 
students entering or enrolled in academical-
ly accredited technical schools, community 
colleges, colleges or universities. 

The process includes: a brief letter ex-
pressing academic and career goals; offi-
cial transcript of high school grades; list of 
extracurricular activities; list of academic 
achievements and awards; and letter of ref-
erence from a community leader or teacher. 

The deadline is January 31. Call 910-599-
4835 for details.
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EARLY EVENING MENU 
Before 6pmBefore 6pm

Starting at $10.99Starting at $10.99

OPEN  TUESDAY – SUNDAY AT 4:30 PM • RESERVATIONS WELCOME
1407 East Beach Drive • 278-7770 • www.IslandWayRes.comFull Service with Savings!!


