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Harper Library in Southport has begun the LifeLong 
Learners course, “Origins of Great Ancient Civilizations.” 
Participants meet in person at the library on Wednesday 
mornings at 10 a.m. No registration is required and atten-
dance is free.

This lecture series is provided by The Great Courses and 
covers the Bronze and early Iron ages, including the emer-
gence of written language, trade, religion, and laws. Civili-
zations covered include Sumerian, Mesopotamian, Baby-
lonian, Egyptian, Assyrian and Persian. Participants view a 
short video followed by a lively discussion. 

This topic started December 6 and is expected to conclude 
January 24 – no sessions will be held December 27 or Jan-
uary 3. Attendance at previous sessions is not necessary to 
participate.

Harper Library is located at 109 West Moore Street. For 
more information, call the library at 910-457-6237.
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The St. James Service Club’s (STJSC) annual project, 
“Cindy’s Angels,” named in 2020 in memory of Cindy 
Kirwan, who chaired the project for several years, re-
turned to St. James for its 28th consecutive year to pro-
vide a happier holiday for children and families at Bruns-
wick Family Assistance (BFA), seniors supported by 
Brunswick Senior Resources Inc. (BSRI), and teenagers 
and foster children residing at the Boys and Girl Home of 
Lake Waccamaw (B&GH). 

Once again, the St. James Community displayed its 
support and generosity for this annual service project 
by making the holidays brighter for 163 individuals: 75 
needy children/families at BFA; 57 seniors supported by 

BSRI; and 31 teens from B&GH. 
In total, the St. James community provided 225 gifts 

(three per child) to BFA; 114 gifts (two per senior) to 
BSRI; and 31 $50 Amazon gift cards to B&GH resident 
teens, as well as another  $225 in extra Amazon gift 
cards for foster children. Cash donations totaled $6,123 
enabled $50 Food Lion gift cards to each child and $45 
Food Lion gift cards to each senior.  

The St. James Service Club recognizes project leader 
Jean Castagnola, angel creator/workshop leader Mary 
Alice Smith, numerous angel-making volunteers, four 
tree decorator teams, and local neighborhood gift collec-
tors.
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Service Club completes Cindy’s 
Angels Service Project

The prices were right and the scenery a delight 
for visitors to the Once More Bookstore’s Holiday 
Open House, hosted by Friends of the Library 
Southport Oak Island, on Dec. 8 in Southport. 
While browsing through a maze of books, puzzles, 
DVDs and CDs, customers enjoyed holiday music 
and complimentary cookies. - Photos by Bob Liepa

Book sale

Build Hope campaign
Brunswick Partnership for Housing’s (BPH) Build Hope 

campaign which is anchored by a generous $25,000 chal-
lenge grant from Sacred Heart Catholic Church in South-
port. 

The Build Hope campaign is focused on retiring the 
$75,000 mortgage on the Felton-Russell House at 250 East 
11th Street in Southport. The original purchase price for this 
transitional housing property and two adjacent lots was 
$187,000. Donations and a grant from Brunswick County 
brought the balance of the mortgage to $75,000. 

“If BPH can match this grant with $25,000 plus receive an 
additional $25,000 in donations by the end of the year, the 
mortgage can be retired,” said Sally Learned, BPH executive 
director.

Retirement of the mortgage means the Southport-Oak Is-
land Interfaith Fellowship will be released as the guarantor 
for the mortgage. BPH also will have the opportunity to split 
the two lots bound in the original mortgage to build addi-
tional affordable rental units on its campus in the future. 

The Felton-Russell House includes the BPH administra-
tive offices and four apartments providing rent-free hous-
ing to homeless families with children for up to ages 12-18 
months. BPH staff and trained volunteers provide case 
management services for families. BPH is currently serving 
nine people with a baby on-the-way. All families have em-
ployment and are connected to local services.

To help retire this mortgage and Build Hope for home-
less families in Brunswick County, donate via the website at 
brunswickpartnership.org, on the Facebook page or send a 
check to: BPH Build Hope, 250 E. 11th Street, Southport, 
NC 28461.
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Closed for Renovations Dec. 18-26

View our calendar, check out upcoming 
programs and special events, 

register for programs, renew fi tness 
memberships, and even rent a facility 

— all online!

bsl.recdesk.com910-363-0018

December 1 -22, 2023

6-8 pm

DONATIONS WILL BE

ACCEPTED AT THE GATE

Help us bring hope, joy, and cheer to the

community this Christmas season

A Drive Through Christmas

Light & Nativity display

AT FORT CASWELL

Light of the World

Fort Caswell - Coastal Retreat & Conference Center

100 Caswell Beach Road, Oak Island, NC 28465
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Why advertise in the 
newspaper?
Americans place more trust 
in newspapers than television 
news & news on the Internet.

www.stateportpilot.com


